
THE SACRED PORTION  

CHILDREN’S OUTREACH 

A Child Caring Ministry 

“And you...shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household.  And you...shall say before the 

Lord your God.  I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and have given it to...the orphan according to all thy 

commandments which thou has commanded me...I have listened to the voice of the Lord my God.” 

Deuteronomy 26: 11, 12, & 14 

The Sacred Portion Children’s 

Outreach is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to 

providing for the needy 

children of the world who are 

without homes or families.  

We seek to provide better 

environments for children 

living in orphanages and to 

ultimately move them on to 

brighter futures through 

adoption.  The Sacred 

Portion Children’s Outreach 

relies on contributions from 

individuals, businesses and 

corporations in order to carry 

out its mission. 

 

If you would prefer to 

receive our newsletters 

through email, please 

notify us by sending a 

message to:  info@sacred 

portion.org.  Thank you. 

Our Mission A Very Special Dentist 
By Jan Druckenmiller 

Spring 2018 

 

We have known Dr. 

Joel Sayre and his 

family for what 

seems like eons.  

Joel ran a pediatric 

dental practice in 

Bozeman, MT for 

many years and we 

t ransfer red our 

children to his care 

after our dentist 

retired. I was always 

impressed by Joel’s 

k i n d n e s s  a n d 

sweetness in working 

with children.  We 

also came to know 

the Sayre family 

t h r o u g h  o u r 

common adoption 

connection.  Sayres adopted their son, Chet, now age 5 from 

China in August 2013.    

 

In 2014, as the Medical Clinic at the Rehoboth Children’s Home 

was being developed, Joel rounded up support from family and 

friends to provide the funds to purchase a dental chair for the 

clinic.  We had always hoped that Joel would be able to 

actually go to the Philippines to see the results of his efforts and 

to experience what the need is for dental care in that country.  

That finally happened this past February.  Our times in the 

Philippines overlapped with the Sayres and we had the pleasure 

of sharing the Missionary House with them for the 17 days of their 

stay. 

          Continued on page 2 



 The Sayre family is taking 

some time this year to travel 

the world, homeschooling 

their kids along the way.  They 

are  looking for places where 

they can be of some use and 

help and spending time at 

Rehoboth was part of their 

itinerary.    

 

Joel’s plan was to do some 

dental work while he was at 

Rehoboth, but he and Craig 

discovered that the air and 

water hoses inside of the 

dental chair that are 

attached to the various 

dental implements had 

become very brittle from lack 

of use. Just touching the tubes 

caused them to shatter.  So, 

they set off for Manila to an 

area that sells dental 

equipment and supplies to 

look for replacement tubing.  

They were successful in finding 

what they needed but trying 

to figure out how to replace 

that maze of tubing was 

another matter!  They 

decided it was best left to a 

wife, Kristin, was by his side to 

help comfort and assure the 

children.   Joel examined and 

cleaned each child’s teeth 

and then went to work on the 

staff and their children. There 

was a line up of people in the 

hallway in the Medical Clinic 

for several days running!  The 

need for dental care in the 

Philippines is huge and many 

people live with the pain of 

abscesses and other dental 

issues.  Over the course of four  

technician who was familiar 

with the dental chair.  That 

was not going to happen in 

time for Joel’s purposes but he 

moved forward with doing 

what he was able, using the 

chair without the instruments.   

As always, Joel approached 

the children with gentleness, 

explaining exactly what he 

would be doing which helped 

to alleviate their fears.  His 
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then on to home schooling, a swimming break or some other fun 

activity in the afternoon, and family devotions in the evening.  In 

between all of that, Kristin, who could be described as the 

“energizer bunny”, made countless dozens of chocolate chip 

cookies for the staff!  The agriculture workers (also known as the 

“Pogi boys) joined the Sayre family for a trip to Daranack Falls, a 

swimming area not too far from Rehoboth that has beautiful 

waterfalls and natural swimming pools.   

 

It’s hard to find the words to thank this amazingly special 

family for their service at the Rehoboth Children’s Home, 

the love they showed to the staff and children, the dental 

care provided and just the blessing of their presence.  

Thank you so much 

Joel, Kristin, Clarissa, 

Grayson, Clayton, and 

Chet.  God be with you 

on the rest of your 

travels. We pray you 

will come back to 

Rehoboth again!   

days, Joel pulled a total of 109 

teeth!  In a funny, ironic 

moment, we did catch a 

picture of this dental conscious 

family enjoying chocolate 

donuts from “Dunkin’ Donuts!” 

 

In addition to assisting Joel with 

the dental procedures, Kristin 

and her daughter, Clarissa, 

spent a lot of time doing art 

with the children.  The children 

enjoyed painting a variety of 

pictures and some nice pieces 

were produced that we’re 

hoping can be used in our 

next Giving Hope to Orphans 

art auction!   Chet, the Sayre’s 

youngest child, had fun 

hanging out in the Rehoboth 

Early Learning Center  while his 

f a mi l y  me mb e r s  we r e 

engaged in other things. 

During their stay, the Sayre 

family took time out to do 

some fun things including 

swimming, hiking and going to 

an underground cave with a 

river running through it.  What 

an energetic bunch!  It made 

us tired watching them go 

from morning to night, starting 

out with family exercise and 

Bible study time in the morning, 
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The Sacred Portion Children’s 

Outreach participated in Give 

Big Gallatin Valley, a 24-hour 

online and live celebration of 

giving that was held from May 

3 to May 4.  Give Big was 

created to connect generous 

community members with the 

causes they care about most.  

The goal of Give Big is to 

inspire people to come 

together, show their pride in 

thei r  communit ies and 

contribute to support the life-

changing work of local 

nonprofits organizations in 

Gallatin County, Montana.   

 

SPCO held a Donor’s Lounge 

at Cold Smoke Coffeehouse 

on Huffine Lane during the 

event.  We want to thank 

everyone who stopped by to 

visit with us about our ministry 

and took an interest in what 

we are doing to create better 

environments and brighter 

futures for children without 

families.   

 
A huge thank you to the 

people who generously gave 

to The Sacred Portion 

Children’s Outreach through 

the Give Big campaign.   

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach would like to thank 

everyone who attended our annual Giving Hope to Orphans 

Dinner and Art Auction this past November.  It was an evening of 

great food catered by the Food Studio and full of excitement as 

auctioneers, encouraged generous bidding in the live auction.  

We listened to Alyson Reddig tell the story of how their family 

came to adopt their son, Ryder, and the amazing medical 

procedures that have taken place for him.  The highlight of the 

event was a large mural painted by Ryder and his family 

depicting Ryder’s  transformation from “faceless to fearless.”  This 

piece of art brought $1,700 in the live auction!    

 

The level of attendance and giving at the event met our hopes 

and expectations and we are very grateful!  We want to thank 

the people who volunteered their time and energy to make the 

event possible both in preparation for and during the event, 

those who donated art, and the individuals and businesses that 

helped to sponsor the event.  

  

We especially thank  

Tim and Mary Barnard and the  

Gianforte Family Foundation  

for being our main event sponsors.  

 

We hope to see you next November when we can once again 

bless the children who are the recipients of what is raised 

through this event by providing them with better environments 

and brighter futures.   
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Coming Home 
 

Since our last newsletter in 

September 2017, ten families 

have come home with their 

adopted children.  These are 

families for whom The Sacred 

Portion Children’s Outreach 

provided adoption services in the 

form of home studies and home 

study updates.  The children are 

from China, India, Bulgaria, 

Ethiopia and the Philippines.  We 

are very happy to see these 

families experience the reward of 

finally having their child in their 

arms after months and months of 

overwhelming paperwork and 

processes.   

 

We are especially thankful for the 

two families that brought their 

children home from Ethiopia.  In 

April of 2017, Ethiopia suspended 

adoptions from that country and 

on January 9, 2018, the Ethiopian 

Parliament voted to ban all 

adoptions from Ethiopia by 

foreigners.  The US State 

Depart ment  w orked w i t h 

adopt ion- related Ethiopian 

government officials so that 

families whose adoptions were 

pending would be allowed to 

complete the process.    

Nathan and Jill Bilyeu of Helena, MT arrived home with their daughter, 

Mercy, age 17 months, on March 27, 2018.  They were one of the 

families that thankfully were able to finish their adoption process after 

Ethiopia closed its doors to any future international adoptions.  Mercy 

joins siblings, Parker and Hattie. 
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Ethan and Larissa Cook of Billings, MT preceded the 

Bilyeau family in bringing their daughter, Zara, age 3, 

home from Ethiopia on October 28, 2017. 

Angel, age 7, joined siblings Elizabeth, Nathaniel 

and Abigail at her new home in Parkman, WY.   

The Heser family returned from the Philippines with 

Angel on January 4, 2018. 

Matthew Hibbs and Annie DeWolf of 

Bozeman, MT returned home from India 

on April 6, 2018 with their 2 year old 

daughter, Dhamayanthi. 

The Osborn family of Marion, MT came home from 

Bulgaria on January 20, 2018 with siblings, Mitko, age 

6, Salie, age 5, and Lilyana, age 4. 

6 



The Grover family returned from China on October 21, 2017 

with Jonah, age 4, and Kloey, age 3.  The Grover’s daughter, 

Abbie, whom they adopted in 2015 is also from China and 

accompanied them on the trip.  Jonah and Kloey join the 

Grover’s clan of now 17 children and 13 grandchildren! 
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Kelly Gaisford and Neal Zandonelle of Bozeman, MT returned home from China on December 23, 2017 with 3 

year old son, Saylor.  Kelly’s words - “It brings tears to my eyes every time I look at him.  Hard to believe he 

hasn’t been with us forever.  God gave us a perfect match.”



Taylor and Kristin Mayer of 

Livingston, MT arrived home from 

China with their son, Logan, age 

9, on March 16, 2018. 
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The Bradley family of Somers, MT came 

home from China on December 8, 2017 

with their 5 year old son, Ren Hao.  Ren 

Hao joins siblings, Jubal, Anwyn and 

Estella. 

Justin and Jennifer Howells of Big 

Sky, MT brought their son, Hanji, 

age 3 1/2, home from South 

Korea on September 23, 2017. 

Welcome Home 

Everyone! 



The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach has been 

conducting hosting programs for older orphans since 2002.  

Over the years, we have brought children from Kazakhstan, 

Russia, Colombia, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo 

and the Philippines.  A total of 203 children have 

participated in the Summer of Hope program and 151 of 

those children have been adopted.  The Summer of Hope 

program holds steady to a 75% overall success rate in finding 

families for older children living in institutions. 

 

The Summer of Hope program has taken place in a number 

of different communities including Bozeman, Billings and 

Hamilton, Montana; Boise, Idaho; and Gillette, Wyoming.  

The pattern seems to be that after several years of doing the 

Summer of Hope program in a community, the community 

tends to get tapped out, so to speak. But then, just when 

interest seems to be waning in one community, a new 

community pops up.  This year’s Summer of Hope program 

will take place in a new community, Sheridan, Wyoming.  

We have a wonderful person acting as coordinator for the 

Sheridan program and a lot of enthusiastic people wanting 

to  be involved.  Volunteer teams are busy working on summer program preparations and 

fundraising activities. We have a group of excited families lined up to host.  Six families are slated to 

host seven children from the Philippines which includes 5 girls and 2 boys.  The children range in age 

from 9 to 15 years old.  They will be staying in Sheridan from approximately July 5 until August 5.  

 

It costs between $2,500 to $3,000 to bring a child for summer 

hosting.  This includes passports, visas, airfare, medical 

insurance, chaperone expenses and other related costs.  

While some agencies that conduct hosting programs 

charge the host families a hosting fee to cover these costs, 

we have always chosen to do fundraising instead.  The 

families that move on to adopt after the hosting program 

will be paying out substantial fees to many different entities 

during their adoption process and we do not want to 

burden them with hosting fees as well.  Most of the funds are 

raised through fundraising events in the community where 

the children will be hosted.  But we also invite people to give 

online through our web site at www.sacredportion.org.  You 

can click on the Donate button at the top of the home 

page which will take you to a Donate page.  There, you can 

click on Summer of Hope to make your donation. Your gift 

will help to give a child a chance of finding a permanent, 

loving family  which can completely change the trajectory 

of that child’s future.  Your donation to Summer of Hope is 

tax deductible! 

SUMMER OF HOPE  
Sheridan, Wyoming 2018! 
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On Thursday, February 1, 2018, the U.S. Department of State published a notice to adoption service providers 

regarding substantial fee increases associated with obtaining and maintaining accreditation by the federal 

government, which is required to provide intercountry adoption services. This notice informed agencies and 

prospective adoptive parents of triple-digit percentage increases in accreditation fees, much of it shouldered 

by American families who want to adopt children. This substantial fee increase is what the previous 

accrediting entity, Council on Accreditation, warned the agencies they accredit about in October 2017, 

when they informed agencies of the Department of State’s new anti-adoption policies that would 

substantially increase accreditation costs. “The real tragedy here is that this will undoubtedly lead toward 

fewer children finding permanent families,” stated National Council For Adoption (NCFA’s) president and 

CEO, Chuck Johnson. “The Department of State’s Adoption Division has refused all efforts to work 

collaboratively with intercountry adoption advocates to create an intercountry adoption process that is 

ethical, transparent, and attainable. Their destructive policies will result in many prospective adoptive families 

unable to afford intercountry adoption and in many adoption service providers being unable to continue their 

child welfare services due to the burdensome costs of maintaining accreditation.” The Department of State 

announced that the new accrediting entity will begin collecting these nonrefundable fees from agencies in a 

matter of weeks, prior to providing these agencies or adoptive families any services. Yesterday, with less than 

two weeks before fees are due to the new accrediting entity, the Department of State refused to comment 

on whether agencies would be able to review the contracts they are required to sign – or even if they’ll 

receive those contracts prior to paying the new fees. By the new accrediting entity’s own account, the first 

round of fees – all paid by prospective adoptive families – will amount to $2.1 million in new non-refundable 

fees annually. NCFA calls upon Congressional lawmakers to exercise their role in oversight of the Department 

of State’s actions to ensure that the State Department is operating within the original intent given to them by 

Congress when Department of State was designated by Congress as the United States’ Central Adoption 

Authority. In addition, NCFA calls upon the Small Business Administration to advocate on behalf of the small 

business non-profit adoption agencies who will be unable to continue serving U.S. families and orphaned 

children around the world without a reversal of these dangerous and draconian fee increases. According to 

Johnson, “Under the Department of State’s failed leadership, the number of intercountry adoptions has 

declined annually, even with a tragically large worldwide population of orphans in dire need of families.” The 

opportunity for the U.S. to serve this very vulnerable population of children by offering them the hope of a 

loving family through adoption is increasingly rare. These new policies being implemented by the State 

Department will further reduce the viable option of adoption as families are financially unable to afford the 

growing costs of adopting internationally and non-profit adoption agencies that serve them close their doors. 

Johnson concludes, “Vulnerable children and the loving American families that want to adopt them are 

counting on us to prevent this from happening.”  

Press Release 

February 6, 2018 – Alexandria, VA –  
 

New Accrediting Entity Fees Make 
Intercountry Adoption  
Prohibitively Expensive  

What does all of this mean for The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach and its adoption program?  

We are taking a “wait and see” approach.   The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach became 

Hague accredited in 2012 and has gone through one reaccreditation process so far which occurs 

every four years.  Our current Hague accreditation is good until 2020 and we will need to start the 

reaccreditation process in early 2019.  The reaccreditation fees will be higher than what we 

experienced when we did our first reaccreditation in 2016 according to the fee schedule issued by 

IAAME, the new accrediting entity that has replaced the Council on Accreditation.  We will be 

seeking grant funds to help us with the increased expense rather than passing that cost on to 

adoptive families.  It is critical our adoption program remain viable as The Sacred Portion 

Children’s Outreach is the only Hague Accredited adoption agency in the State of Montana.  Thus, 

we are the only option for families seeking to do an international adoption that requires a Hague 

accredited agency.  
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ADOPTION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 

 

 

HopeFull Connections Adoption Services, a program of 

The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach is a licensed child 

placing and adoption agency with the State of 

Montana. We able to do home studies and provide post 

adoption supervision for families residing in Montana who 

are pursuing an international adoption.  Some foreign 

countries such as China require the home study agency 

to be Hague Accredited.  HopeFull Connections 

Adoption Services is currently the only Hague Accredited 

agency in the State of Montana.  Being Hague 

Accredited means that we adhere to strict standards 

regarding ethical practice in our adoption work.   

 

In addition to providing home study services, we are also 

licensed by the Intercountry Adoption Board of the 

Philippines to place children from that country.  This 

includes older waiting children, children with special 

needs and healthy children of a younger age.  We can 

work with families residing in any state to complete an 

adoption from the Philippines. 

If you’re thinking about adopting or in need of adoption services, 

please contact us at (406) 586-5773 or email info@sacredportion.org. 

Colombia Accreditation 

 

HopeFull Connections 

Adoption Services has 

been working for the past 

e i g h t  m o n t h s  o n 

becoming licensed as a 

placing agency with 

Colombia.  This would 

work similarly to our 

l icensure w i th  the 

Philippines where we are 

the primary agency in the 

adoption process.  Please 

pray with us that we will 

be able to finish up the 

paperwork and that our 

appl ication wil l be 

approved.  Should we be 

successful in acquiring this 

licensure, it will allow us to 

place children from 

Colombia who are 8 to 14 

years old and younger 

children who have special 

needs.  To learn more 

about the Colombia 

adoption process go to 

the US Department of 

State’s web site: 

https://goo.gl/mVtCH8 . 
 

China Partnership 

 

HopeFull Connections Adoption 

Services is partnering with Small 

World Adoption Agency in their 

Ch ina p rogram.   HopeFu l l 

Connections acts as the home study 

agency for families in Montana 

wanting to pursue an adoption from China and Small 

World is the placing agency.   If you are interested in 

adopting from China and using this partnership, please 

contact us.  You can learn more about Small World 

Adoption Agency by going to this link:  
http://smallworldadoption.com . 
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Rehoboth Children’s Home Updates 
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The Sacred Portion Children’s Outreach has been partnering 

with The Rehoboth Children’s Home for more than 15 years.  

Craig and Jan Druckenmiiller typically travel to the Philippines 

twice a year to spend time at Rehoboth.  Craig and Jan’s last 

trip was in February/March where they spent a month working 

on various projects and program development, as well as 

providing administrative support and staff training.   

 



One of Jan’s focuses at Rehoboth are the child environments.  With the Baby Home complete, she turned 

her attention to the original two houses now being used exclusively for the for older children.  With the 

younger children now situated in the Baby Home, Jan’s goal was  to create a more comfortable, homey, 

age-appropriate environment.  Rattan sofas and chairs were ordered from a local craftsman to replace the 

heavy wooden, too big, uncomfortable furniture that had been in the Children’s Home since it first opened 

in 2003.  A good use was found for these pieces by moving them to the waiting room of the Medical Clinic.  

Prior to completion of the Baby Home, it was not possible to have toys kept out for the older children 

because of safety issues with the little ones.  Now that the older children have their own space, we want 

them to be able to chose their own activities according to their interests.  Jan had shelves built by a local 

carpenter to place in the living and dining room areas of the homes so that the children can have free 

access to art materials, books, game and puzzels.  A special “pirate” playroom was created in the boys 

home complete with a wooden pirate ship! The girls playroom is replete with fairy and castle legos thanks to 

the generosity of recent visitors to Rehoboth! 

Child Environments 
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Staff Training 

“Caregiving routines are 
the curriculum of infant/

toddler care.” 

 

Over the years, Jan has been using a training program with the 

staff at Rehoboth called Infant Toddler Caregiving.  This training 

consists of modules addressing aspects of group care of children 

and infant/toddler development.  There is a need to cycle 

through this training periodically because of staff turnover.  Jan’s 

goal is for a few key individuals among the Filipino staff to take 

over providing this training more frequently as new staff come 

on board at Rehoboth.  The title of the training this time around 

was “It’s Not Just Routine” and promotes the idea that 

caregiving routines are the “curriculum of infant/toddler care.”  

The staff learned that the daily routines they carry out with the 

children contain many teachable moments and are an 

opportunity for promoting the children’s development. The staff 

had fun demonstrating various concepts such as “respectful 

diapering” where the focus is on making this a time of quality 

adult/child interaction rather then just a chore to be 

accomplished as quickly as possible.   



Sustainable Agriculture is Growing at Rehoboth! 

Craig spent his month at Rehoboth 

working alongside Dr. Joel Sayre on the 

needs of the Dental Clinic.  He also spent 

time with the agriculture workers 

discussing goals for the future.  These 

goals include expansion of crop 

production beyond just the needs of the 

Children’s Home.  The goal is to create a 

revenue stream for the Home by 

marketing the excess.  Crop rotation also 

needs to be implemented to ensure that 

there is always a variety of crops to sell.  

A plan was made to also expand the 

aquaponics system with extended grow 

beds so that more can be grown.  

Increased poultry production (including 

both layers and broilers) and pork 

production are also part of the 

sustainability plan.   
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15 Year Anniversary Celebration! 

Rehoboth celebrated its 15 year anniversary while we 

were there.  Several people came from the US, 

Australia and the UK to be a part of the celebration.  A 

catered lunch was provided at a local venue followed 

by speeches and a slide show capturing images of 15 

years of Rehoboth’s mission.  The 

staff  were presented with 

certificates for length of service and 

words of appreciation were spoken 

all around.  Rehoboth is blessed to 

have so many long term, 

dedicated employees and 

international partners.  
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